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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-45 are pending in application 
Claim Objections 

Claims 4-31, 33, 35-45 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim should refer to other claims in the alternative only and/or 
cannot depend from any other multiple dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01(n). Accordingly, 
the claims 4-31, 33-45 have not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim 32 is objected to because of the following informalities: The claim recites the 
phrase "saccharide saccharide" which appears to be a typographical error. It appears that the 
phrase"saccharide saccharide" should be replaced by the word "saccharide saccharide". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 34 recites the phrase "wherein; R 1 is H, A is -OC(O)- and L is -(CH 2 )4-". 
However, the claim is indefinite since it is unclear which formula is being referred to "wherein 
R 1 is H, A is -OC(O)- and L is -(CH 2 )4" since the claim lacks a structural formula and is not a 
dependent claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Eagle et al. 
(Journal of Chemical Research Synoses (1993), (10), 390) (Abstract Only). 

Claim 1 is drawn to a modified capsular saccharide comprising a moiety of the formula 
(I): -A-N(K1)-L-M wherein: A is a bond, -C(O)- or -OC(O)- ; R 1 is selected from H or Ci-C 6 
alkyl; L is a C1-C12 alkylene group; M is a masked aldehyde group. Eagle et al. disclose 
applicant's saccharide of the formula (I) wherein A is -OC(O)- ; R 1 is H, L is a C 6 alkylene 
group and M is a masked aldehyde group, CN (see abstract). Eagle et al.'s saccharide has the 
Cas # 153214-95-0 (see abstract). Claim 2 is drawn to a modified capsular saccharide of claim 1 
wherein A is -OC(O)-. Eagle et al. disclose applicant's saccharide of the formula (I) wherein A 
is -OC(O)- ; R 1 is H, L is a C 6 alkylene group and M is a masked aldehyde group, CN (see 
abstract). Eagle et al.'s saccharide has the Cas # 153214-95-0 (see abstract). Claim 3 is drawn 
to a modified capsular saccharide of claim 1 or 2 wherein R 1 is H. Eagle et al. disclose 
applicant's saccharide of the formula (I) wherein A is -OC(O)- ; R 1 is H, L is a C 6 alkylene 
group and M is a masked aldehyde group, CN (see abstract). Eagle et al.'s saccharide has the 
Cas # 153214-95-0 (see abstract). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The examiner has found claim 32 to be unobvious over the prior art of record and may 
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therefore be allowable over the prior art of record provided the objection of the claim is 
overcome. Claim 32 is drawn to a process for modifying a Neiaseria meningitidis serogroup A 
saccharide comprising the steps of: (a) providing a Neisseria meningitidis serogroup A 
saccharide; (b) reacting a hydroxyl group on the saccharide with CDI in DMSO solvent; (c) 
reacting the product of step (b) with H2N(CH2)3CH(OH)CH20H; (d) cleaving the product of 
step (c) with periodate, thereby prodding an aldehyde compound; and (e) linking the aldehyde 
compound of step (d) to a protein by a reductive amination reaction using NaBH3CN. The prior 
does no teach or suggest the method of modifying the said saccharide as set forth by the steps 
and using the specifically recited agents as claimed in the instant invention. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael C. Henry whose telephone number is 571-272-0652. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8.30am-5pm; Mon-Fri. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Shaojia A. Jiang can be 
reached on 571-272-0627. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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